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DETAILED ACTION 

This Office Action is in response to amendment filed October 5, 2007. Claims 20-25, 
28-30 have been cancelled as requested by Applicant. Claims 1-19, 26-27 are 
presented for further examination. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 2-1(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1, 15-16, 26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Juszkiewicz (hereinafter "Jus", US Patent Publication 2005/0027888 A1). 

As per claim 1 , Jus discloses a method of monitoring network connectivity between a 
home network device and a network, comprising: 

determining status of a network connection on a physical data link between said home 
network device and said network (Jus teaches appliances and devices in the home 
connected via a MaGIC data link, a high-speed network connection for communication 
of digital audio data between devices. A network status module is provided at the 
device to provide indication of the status of the network connection to the device; 
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paragraphs [0028, 0031 ,041 5, 0423]); 

generating a visual indicator at said home network device indicative of said status of 
said network connection (Jus teaches an LED at the networked device to show the 
status of the network connection. A blue LED is activated if the network connection is 
active. If the connection is inactive, the LED is not activated. If the network is active, 
but the connection is incorrect, the LED will blink; paragraphs [0423, 0425]). 

As per claim 15, Jus discloses the method of claim 1, wherein said home network 
device includes at least one light-emitting diode (LED), and wherein said step of 
generating comprises: 

configuring said at least one LED to display said visual indicator (Jus teaches an LED at 
the networked device to show the status of the network connection. A blue LED is 
activated if the network connection is active. If the connection is inactive, the LED is not 
activated. If the network is active, but the connection is incorrect, the LED will blink; 
paragraphs [0423, 0425]). 

As per claim 16, Jus discloses the method of claim 15, wherein said visual indicator is 
defined by at least one of a color configuration of said at least one LED and a frequency 
of light emission of said at least one LED (Jus teaches an LED at the networked device 
to show the status of the network connection. A blue LED is activated if the network 
connection is active. If the connection is inactive, the LED is not activated. If the 
network is active, but the connection is incorrect, the LED will blink; paragraphs [0423, 
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As per claim 26, Jus discloses a computer readable carrier including program 
instructions that instruct a computer to perform a method of: 

determining status of a network connection on a physical data link between said home 
network device and said network (Jus teaches appliances and devices in the home 
connected via a MaGIC data link, a high-speed network connection for communication 
of digital audio data between devices. A network status module is provided at the 
device to provide indication of the status of the network connection to the device; 
paragraphs [0028, 0031,0415, 0423]); and 

generating a visual indicator at said home network device indicative of said status of 
said network connection (Jus teaches an LED at the networked device to show the 
status of the network connection. A blue LED is activated if the network connection is 
active. If the connection is inactive, the LED is not activated. If the network is active, 
but the connection is incorrect, the LED will blink; paragraphs [0423, 0425]). 

Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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4. Claims 2-4, 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Juszkiewicz (hereinafter "Jus", US Patent Publication 2005/0027888 A1) in view of 
Pitsoulakis (hereinafter "Pit", US Patent Publication 2003/0035471 A1). 

As per claim 2, Jus discloses the method of claim 1 . Jus does not explicitly disclose 
wherein at least a portion of said network is a wide area network, and wherein said 
home network device is an access point to said wide area network for a local area 
network disposed in a small office/home office (SOHO) environment. 
However, in an analogous art, Pit discloses an access device in a home network 
providing Internet access to multiple users simultaneously. For small office networks, 
the access device provides multiple LAN options with multiple interfaces. For home 
office or telecommunicating, the access device provides VPN, separate fax and voice 
lines and bring PBX functions (paragraphs [0031-0032, 0038-0039, 0084]). 

Therefore, one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
would have found it obvious to implement or incorporate Pit's at least a portion of said 
network is a wide area network, and wherein said home network device is an access 
point to said wide area network for a local area network disposed in a small office/home 
office (SOHO) environment in Jus's method in order to provide Internet access to 
multiple users simultaneously over a single telephone line while retaining the benefit of 
bringing voice service to the home on the same telephone line as the Internet services 
(see Pit, paragraph [0038]). 
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As per claim 3, Jus does not explicitly disclose the method of claim 2, wherein said wide 
area network is in communication with the Internet. 

However, the use and advantages of a wide area network in communication with the 
Internet is well-known to one of ordinary skill in the art as evidenced by Pit (paragraphs 
[0031,0038, 0043, 0057]). 

Therefore, one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
would have found it obvious to implement or incorporate Pit's wide area network in 
communication with the Internet in Jus's method providing remote access to Internet 
appliances (See Pit, paragraph [0057]). 

As per claim 4, Jus does not explicitly disclose the method of claim 2, wherein said 
network connection facilitates communication between said home network device and a 
host on said wide area network. 

However, the use and advantages of facilitating communication between said home 
network device and a host on said wide area network is well-known to one of ordinary 
skill in the art as evidenced by Pit (paragraphs [0038-0039, 0083-0084]). 

Therefore, one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made would 
have found it obvious to implement or incorporate Pit's network connection facilitates 
communication between said home network device and a host on said wide area 
network in Jus's method enabling the user to connect to a website for Internet services 
(See Pit, paragraph [0083]). 
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As per claim 14, Jus, in view of Pit, discloses the method of claim 2. 
Jus further discloses further comprising: 

determining status of a local network connection on a local physical data link between 
said home network device and said local area network (Jus teaches appliances and 
devices in the home connected via a MaGIC data link, a high-speed network connection 
for communication of digital audio data between devices. The MaGIC system is actually 
a local area network. A network status module is provided at the device (CED) to 
provide indication of the status of the network connection to the device; paragraphs 
[0028, 0031,0405, 0410, 0415, 0423]); and 

generating another visual indicator at said home network device indicative of said status 
of said local network connection (Jus teaches an LED at the networked device to show 
the status of the network connection. A blue LED is activated if the network connection 
is active. If the connection is inactive, the LED is not activated. If the network is active, 
but the connection is incorrect, the LED will blink; paragraphs [0423, 0425]). 

5. Claims 5-6, 12, 27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Juszkiewicz (hereinafter "Jus", US Patent Publication 2005/0027888 A1) in view of 
Pitsoulakis (hereinafter "Pit", US Patent Publication 2003/0035471 A1) and in further 
view of McCosh et al. (hereinafter "McCosh", US Patent Publication 2003/020461 1 A1). 



As per claim 5, Jus, in view of Pit, discloses the method of claim 4. 
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Jus, in view of Pit, does not explicitly disclose wherein said determining step comprises: 
sending an echo request over said network connection from said home network device 
to said host; and 

monitoring said network connection for an echo reply from said host in response to said 
echo request. 

However, in an analogous art, McCosh teaches a communication tester (home network 
device) used at a home or office to verify operational connectivity with the DHCP server. 
The tester sends an ICMP echo request packet to the device (host) on the network. 
The echo request requests the device (host) to retransmit the packet back to the test. 
The device (host) responds with the echo reply representing proper connectivity 
(paragraphs [0014, 0025, 0030-0032]). 

Therefore, one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
would have found it obvious to implement or incorporate McCosh's sending an echo 
request over said network connection from said home network device to said host and 
monitoring said network connection for an echo reply from said host in response to said 
echo request in Jus's method enabling verification of operational connectivity with the 
DHCP server and conveniently and efficiently verifying DHCP conductivity with a server 
system (see McCosh, paragraphs [0014-0015]). 

As per claim 6, Jus, in view of Pit, does not explicitly disclose the method of claim 5, 
wherein said network connection is implemented using a transmission control 
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protocol/internet protocol (TCP/IP), and wherein said echo request is sent using an 
internet control message protocol (ICMP). 

However, in an analogous art, McCosh teaches the communication tester relates to 
testing devices enabling TCP/IP communication. The tester sends ICMP echo request 
packet (paragraphs [0002, 0025, 0030]). 

Therefore, one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
would have found it obvious to implement or incorporate McCosh's network connection 
is implemented using a transmission control protocol/internet protocol (TCP/IP), and 
wherein said echo request is sent using an internet control message protocol (ICMP) in 
Jus's method enabling verification of operational connectivity with the DHCP server and 
conveniently and efficiently verifying DHCP conductivity with a server system (see 
McCosh, paragraphs [0014-0015]). 

As per claim 12, Jus, in view of Pit, discloses the method of claim 4, wherein said step 
of determining comprises: 

monitoring data traffic between said home network device and said host over said 
network connection (Pit teaches an access device (home network device) monitoring its 
connection with Ethernet hubs, DSL lines, etc; paragraphs [0038-0039, 0083-0084]). 
Jus, in view of Pit, does not explicitly disclose: 

in response to absence of said data traffic, sending an echo request over said network 
connection from said home network device to said host; and 

in response to said echo request, monitoring said network connection for an echo reply 
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from said host. 

However, in an analogous art, McCosh teaches the communication tester relates to 
testing devices enabling TCP/IP communication. The tester sends ICMP echo request 
packet and receives echo reply packets (paragraphs [0002, 0025, 0030]). 

Therefore, one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
would have found it obvious to implement or incorporate McCosh's sending an echo 
request over said network connection from said home network device to said host and 
in response to said echo request, monitoring said network connection for an echo reply 
from said host in Jus's method enabling verification of operational connectivity with the 
DHCP server and conveniently and efficiently verifying DHCP conductivity with a server 
system (see McCosh, paragraphs [0014-0015]). 

As per claim 27, Jus discloses the computer readable carrier of claim 26. 
Jus, in view of Pit, discloses wherein at least a portion of said network is a wide area 
network, wherein said home network device is an access point to said wide area 
network for a local area network disposed in a small office/home office (SOHO) 
environment, said network connection facilitating communication between said home 
network device and a host on said wide area network (Pit discloses an access device in 
a home network providing Internet access to multiple users simultaneously. For small 
office networks, the access device provides multiple LAN options with multiple 
interfaces. For home office or telecommunicating, the access device provides VPN, 
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separate fax and voice lines and bring PBX functions (paragraphs [0031-0032, 0038- 
0039, 0084]). 

Jus, in view of Pit, does not explicitly disclose wherein said determining step comprises: 
sending an echo request over said network connection from said home network device 
to said host; and 

monitoring said network connection for an echo reply from said host in response to said 
echo request. 

However, in an analogous art, McCosh teaches a communication tester (home network 
device) used at a home or office to verify operational connectivity with the DHCP server. 
The tester sends an ICMP echo request packet to the device (host) on the network. 
The echo request requests the device (host) to retransmit the packet back to the test. 
The device (host) responds with the echo reply representing proper connectivity 
(paragraphs [0014, 0025, 0030-0032]). 

Therefore, one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
would have found it obvious to implement or incorporate McCosh's sending an echo 
request over said network connection from said home network device to said host and 
monitoring said network connection for an echo reply from said host in response to said 
echo request in Jus's method enabling verification of operational connectivity with the 
DHCP server and conveniently and efficiently verifying DHCP conductivity with a server 
system (see McCosh, paragraphs [0014-0015]). 
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6. Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Juszkiewicz (hereinafter "Jus", US Patent Publication 2005/0027888 A1) in view of 
Pitsoulakis (hereinafter "Pit", US Patent Publication 2003/0035471 A1) in further view of 
McCosh et al. (hereinafter "McCosh", US Patent Publication 2003/020461 1 A1) and in 
further view of Lamberton et al. (hereinafter "Lamb", US Patent Publication 
2002/0091813 A1). 

As per claim 7, Jus, in view of Pit and McCosh, discloses the method of claim 5. 
Jus, in view of Pit and McCosh, does not explicitly disclose further comprising 
periodically repeating said step of sending an echo request. 

However, in an analogous art, Lamb teaches regularly polling devices over IP networks 
by issuing a so called PING command to the device that must be polled by performing 
an ICMP echo request, echo reply test (paragraph [0016]). 

Therefore, one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
would have found it obvious to implement or incorporate Lamb's periodically repeating 
the step of sending an echo request in Jus's method in order to prove that the 
corresponding device is indeed still connected (see Lamb, paragraph [0016]). 

7. Claims 8, 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Juszkiewicz (hereinafter "Jus", US Patent Publication 2005/0027888 A1) in view of 
Pitsoulakis (hereinafter "Pit", US Patent Publication 2003/0035471 A1) in view of 
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McCosh et al. (hereinafter "McCosh", US Patent Publication 2003/0204611 A1) and in 
further view of Beser et al. (hereinafter "Beser", US Patent 6,754,622 B1). 

As per claim 8, Jus, in view of Pit and McCosh, discloses the method of claim 5 wherein 
said visual indicator is displayed in a first format in response to presence of said echo 
reply (McCosh teaches the communication tester receiving the echo reply and the 
display of the tester is updated to indicate proper communication; see McCosh, 
paragraph [0031]). 

Jus, in view of Pit and McCosh, does not explicitly disclose wherein said visual indicator 
is displayed in a second format in response to absence of said echo reply. 
However, in an analogous art, Beser teaches the output of the PING being a message 
indicating that an IMCP echo request timed out when the utility detected no IMCP echo 
reply message (column 29, lines 37-41). 

Therefore, one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
would have found it obvious to implement or incorporate Beser's visual indicator is 
displayed in a second format in response to absence of said echo reply in Jus's method 
indicating that the utility detected no echo reply (see Beser, column 29, lines 39-41). 

As per claim 13, Jus, in view of Pit and McCosh, discloses the method of claim 12, 
wherein said visual indicator is displayed in a first format in response to presence of at 
least one of said data traffic and said echo reply (McCosh teaches the communication 
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tester receiving the echo reply and the display of the tester is updated to indicate proper 
communication; see McCosh, paragraph [0031]). 

Jus, in view of Pit and McCosh, does not explicitly disclose wherein said visual indicator 
is displayed in a second format in response to absence of both said data traffic and said 
echo reply. 

However, in an analogous art, Beser teaches the output of the PING being a message 
indicating that an IMCP echo request timed out when the utility detected no IMCP echo 
reply message (column 29, lines 37-41). 

Therefore, one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
would have found it obvious to implement or incorporate Beser's visual indicator is 
displayed in a second format in response to absence of both said data traffic and echo 
reply in Jus's method indicating that the utility detected no echo reply (see Beser, 
column 29, lines 39-41). 

8. Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Juszkiewicz (hereinafter "Jus", US Patent Publication 2005/0027888 A1) in view of 
Pitsoulakis (hereinafter "Pit", US Patent Publication 2003/0035471 A1) in view of 
McCosh et al. (hereinafter "McCosh", US Patent Publication 2003/020461 1 A1) and in 
further view of Franke et al. (hereinafter "Franke", US Patent 6,507,869 B1). 

As per claim 9, Jus, in view of Pit and McCosh discloses the method of claim 5. 
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Jus, in view of Pit and McCosh, does not explicitly disclose wherein said network 
connection facilitates communication between said home network device and another 
host on said wide area network, and wherein said determining step further comprises: 
in response to absence of said echo reply, sending another echo request over said 
network connection from said home network device to said other host; and 
monitoring said network connection for another echo reply from said other host in 
response to said other echo request. 

However, in an analogous art, Franke teaches sending an echo request to one or more 
host devices. If no reply is received, the echo request is reissued. A reply is waited on 
from the device (column 8, lines 16-30). 

Therefore, one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
would have found it obvious to implement or incorporate Franke's in response to 
absence of said echo reply, sending another echo request over said network connection 
from said home network device to said other host and monitoring said network 
connection for another echo reply from said other host in response to said other echo 
request in Jus's method in order for an asset tracking system to discover the list of 
active hosts and their physical location (see Franke, column 8, lines 13-15). 

9. Claim 10 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Juszkiewicz (hereinafter "Jus", US Patent Publication 2005/0027888 A1) in view of 
Pitsoulakis (hereinafter "Pit", US Patent Publication 2003/0035471 A1) in view of 
McCosh et al. (hereinafter "McCosh", US Patent Publication 2003/0204611 A1) in 
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further view of Franke et al. (hereinafter "Franke", US Patent 6,507,869 B1) and in 
further view of Beser et al. (hereinafter "Beser", US Patent 6,754,622 B1). 

As per claim 10, Jus, in view of Pit, McCosh, and Franke, discloses the method of claim 

9, wherein said visual indicator is displayed in a first format in response to presence of 
at least one of said echo reply and said other echo reply (McCosh teaches the 
communication tester receiving the echo reply and the display of the tester is updated to 
indicate proper communication; see McCosh, paragraph [0031]). 

Jus, in view of Pit, McCosh, and Franke, does not explicitly disclose wherein said visual 
indicator is displayed in a second format in response absence of both of said echo reply 
and said other echo reply. 

However, in an analogous art, Beser teaches the output of the PING being a message 
indicating that an IMCP echo request timed out when the utility detected no IMCP echo 
reply message (column 29, lines 37-41). 

Therefore, one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
would have found it obvious to implement or incorporate Beser's visual indicator is 
displayed in a second format in response to absence of said echo reply in Jus's method 
indicating that the utility detected no echo reply (see Beser, column 29, lines 39-41). 

10. Claim 11 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Juszkiewicz (hereinafter "Jus", US Patent Publication 2005/0027888 A1) in view of 
Pitsoulakis (hereinafter "Pit", US Patent Publication 2003/0035471 A1) in view of 
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McCosh et al. (hereinafter "McCosh", US Patent Publication 2003/0204611 A1) in 
further view of Franke et al. (hereinafter "Franke", US Patent 6,507,869 B1) and in 
further view of Cox (US Patent Publication 2004/0093619 A1). 

As per claim 1 1 , Jus, in view of Pit, McCosh, and Franke, does not explicitly disclose 
the method of claim 9, wherein said host comprises one of an internet gateway and a 
domain name server (DNS), and said other host comprises the other of said internet 
gateway and said DNS. 

However, Cox teaches checking the connectivity of Internet Gateway using the ping 
method (paragraphs [0067-0069]). 

Therefore, one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
would have found it obvious to implement or incorporate Cox's host comprises one of 
an internet gateway and a domain name server (DNS), and said other host comprises 
the other of said internet gateway and said DNS in Jus's method to perform connectivity 
checks on the Internet Gateway and perform corrective measures if a failure flag is set 
(see Cox, paragraph [0070]). 

11. Claims 17-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Juszkiewicz (hereinafter "Jus", US Patent Publication 2005/0027888 A1) in view of 
Shen et al. (hereinafter "Shen", US Patent Publication 2004/0139170 A1). 

As per claim 17, Jus discloses the method of claim 1 . 
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Jus does not explicitly disclose wherein said home network device includes at least one 

web page stored therein, and wherein step of generating comprises: 

configuring said at least one web page to display said visual indicator. 

However, in an analogous art, Shen teaches maintaining a status webpage generated 

by the access device. An indicator of the WAN status connection is integrated into the 

status webpage (paragraphs [0090, 0125]). 

Therefore, one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
would have found it obvious to implement or incorporate Shen's configuring said at least 
one web page to display said visual indicator in Jus's method indicating whether the 
WAN connection is either active or inactive (see Shen, paragraph [0125]). 

As per claim 18, Jus does not explicitly disclose the method of claim 17, wherein said 
visual indicator is defined by at least one of a graphical attribute, a textual attribute, and 
a static/dynamic attribute. 

However, in an analogous art, Shen teaches a pictorial representation of the webpage 
that indicates the status of the network connection (paragraphs [0125-0129], Figures 
16-17). 

Therefore, one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
would have found it obvious to implement or incorporate Shen's visual indicator is 
defined by at least one of a graphical attribute, a textual attribute, and a static/dynamic 
attribute in Jus's method indicating whether the WAN connection is either active or 
inactive (see Shen, paragraph [0125]). 
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12. Claim 19 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Juszkiewicz (hereinafter "Jus", US Patent Publication 2005/0027888 A1) in view of 
Miesbaueret al. (hereinafter "Mies", US Patent 6,760,767 B1). 

As per claim 19, Jus discloses the method of claim 1 . 

Jus does not explicitly disclose wherein said step of generating comprises: 

creating an electronic message for transmission to a computer to display said visual 

indicator. 

However, in an analogous art, Mies teaches providing a connectivity report and status 
report indicating whether valid connectivity was achieved. These reports in the form of 
email notifications (column 9, lines 1-22). 

Therefore, one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made would have 
found it obvious to implement or incorporate Mies's creating an electronic message for 
transmission to a computer to display said visual indicator in Jus's method indicating the 
status of the checkout and instructing the user/field engineer as to what should be done 
(see Mies, column 9, lines 12-15). 

Response to Arguments 

1 3. Applicant's arguments filed have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

The Office notes the following argument(s): 
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(a) Claims 1 and 26 recite determining the status of a network connection between 
TWO networks. 

(b) Juszkiewiez ("Jus") fails to mention determining a status between two networks. 
In response to: 

(a)-(b) In response to applicant's argument that the references fail to show certain 

features of applicant's invention, it is noted that the features upon which applicant relies 

(i.e., determining the status of a network connection between TWO networks) are not 

recited in the rejected claim(s). Although the claims are interpreted in light of the 

specification, limitations from the specification are not read into the claims. See In re 

Van Geuns, 988 F.2d 1181, 26 USPQ2d 1057 (Fed. Cir. 1993). 

Claims 1 and 26 recite "determining status of a network connection on a physical data 

link between said home network device and said network". 

Examiner thanks Applicant for agreeing that Jus does describe providing a status 

indication between a network and a consumer electronic device (CED) such as an audio 

receiver, CD player, DVD player, or set of speakers. 

Indeed, Jus teaches a system in which CEDs (listed abover) are connected to a data 
network. Other CEDs may also be connected to and controlled by the data network. 
Jus further teaches a network status module that provides indication of the status of the 
network connection to the CED (paragraphs [0028, 0031,0415, 0423]). 
Therefore, Jus undoubtedly teaches the claimed limitation "determining status of a 
network connection on a physical data link between said home network device and 
said network ". 
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Conclusion 

14. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Barbara N. Burgess whose telephone number is (571) 
272-3996. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (8:00am-4:00pm). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ario Ettinene can be reached on (571) 272-4001 . The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN' USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Barbara N Burgess 

Examiner 

Art Unit 21 57 

December 13, 2007 



